
GLOBAL REACH LOCAL IMPACT SMART INVESTMENT



The Bradenton Area Economic Development Corporation is:
•	 The lead economic development organization for the Bradenton Area’s nine communities
•	 A private corporation that engages in collaborative, public-private partnerships
We work to diversify the local economy by:
•	 Attracting and retaining high-wage jobs for area residents
•	 Connecting established businesses to the resources they need to succeed 

WHO WE ARE / WHAT WE DO

WHY JOIN US?
BradentonAreaEDC.com

ECONOMIC IMPACT RESULTS SINCE 2009

Dr. Karen A. Holbrook, Regional Chancellor 
University of South Florida  
Sarasota-Manatee Campus
The University of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee campus 
is grateful to the Bradenton Area EDC for the wonderful 
partnership we have enjoyed for many years. We have a 
shared goal of attracting and educating a 
well-trained, highly skilled workforce 
to help local businesses meet their 
needs for outstanding employees. 
The EDC helps us to better understand 
evolving workforce needs, connect our 
students and graduates to businesses 
and organizations through internships 
and career opportunities, and 
ultimately enhance the quality 
of life in our region.” 

Chris Cianfaglione, Senior Project Manager 
Kimley-Horn
The Bradenton Area EDC is an active and engaged 
organization that has invested considerable time and 
resources into our community’s economic advancement. 
Their dynamic members show up when and where 

they’re needed and have the pulse of local 
business trends. The EDC has helped 

Kimley-Horn strengthen connections, 
broaden our sphere of influence, 
and build partnerships among 
professionals throughout the region. 
As our presence in the Bradenton Area 
continues to grow, the EDC’s quality 

relationships and network bring 
tremendous value and are 
a key to our success.” 
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The Bradenton Area EDC provides relocation and expansion assistance to businesses large and small that provide high-impact jobs.  
Here are just a few success stories.

SUCCESS STORIES

WE DELIVER ROI

SARASOTA BRADENTON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
The Bradenton Area’s Aviation & Aerospace Hub

•	 Convenient, direct flights to 50+ destinations
•	 World’s fastest growing airport by passenger count in 2022
•	 On-field MRO building sites available with direct runway access
•	 On-site Aviation Maintenance Training School preparing students  

for FAA licenses in airframe and aircraft powerplant maintenance
•	 Capital investment since 2020: Over $250 million

AIR PRODUCTS & CHEMICALS
Global Industrial Gas Company

•	 Located in Manatee County near Port Manatee in 2012
•	 Manufactures liquified natural gas heat exchangers and 

cryogenic process equipment
•	 Built a new 300,000 sf plant; expansions in 2018 and 2019
•	 Employs more than 300
•	 Projected capital investment: $86 million

RADIANT POWER CORP. / DUKANE SEACOM INC.
Advanced Manufacturing Facility

•	 Relocated to Manatee County in 1999; expansions  
in 2012, 2013, 2018 and 2020

•	 Subsidiaries of HEICO Corp.
•	 Designs and manufactures emergency power supplies, electrical 

power control and distribution, flight deck instrumentation, 
passenger comfort and cabin products, underwater locator 
beacons and emergency locator transmitters for commercial air 
transport, business, general aviation, and military aircraft

•	 Employs more than 130
•	 Projected capital investment (facility only): Over $1 million

FIRST WATCH RESTAURANT GROUP INC.
Corporate Operations

•	 Located in Manatee County in 2001
•	 Opened new 39,000 sf headquarters in 2021
•	 Fastest-growing daytime concept restaurant in the U.S.
•	 New HQ employs more than 100
•	 Projected capital investment: Over $18 million



It’s not enough to market the Bradenton Area’s current assets as a business 
location. To compete successfully for talent, jobs and capital investment, we 
also must enhance our community’s livability. With this update of our strategic 
plan, we aim to do just that. 

What’s New in Version 2.0?
•	 Refined industry sectors we will target for business recruitment  

and expansion efforts
•	 Defined areas of focus to identify challenges and maximize assets  

to elevate the Bradenton Area as the business address on Florida’s West Coast
•	 Introduced more initiatives to enhance our community’s livability,  

which is a key factor for economic development competitiveness

ADVANCED 
MANUFACTURING

CORPORATE 
OPERATIONS TECH SPORTS 

PERFORMANCEWe used quantitative and 
qualitative data to refine 
the industry sectors that 
are best suited to Manatee 
County. These sectors 
already have a presence 
in our community, they 
are growing nationally 
and globally, and we have 
the assets to attract them.

Build Bradenton Area Plan 2.0 
sponsored by

Expanding Our Competitive Edge With The Build Bradenton Area Plan 2.0

BradentonAreaEDC.com

•	 Business 
Recruitment, 
Retention & 
Expansion

•	 Workforce  
Talent & Training

•	 Entrepreneurship  
& Innovation

AREAS OF FOCUS FOR GREATER COMPETITIVENESS

•	 Livability
•	 Marketing & 

Communications
•	 Economic 

Development 
Resources
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http://BradentonAreaEDC.com


STRATEGIC ACTION TO ENHANCE LIVABILITY

Engage In Economic Development 
Planning Activities
Collaborate to ensure revitalization 
of downtown and surrounding areas. 
Work with the cities of Bradenton 
and Palmetto to ensure that proper 
planning is completed to promote 
robust and strategic redevelopment.

Pursue Public-Private Partnership 
for Workforce Housing
Collaborate to design a public/private 
partnership to develop a workforce 
housing community. Analyze survey 
responses from employers to better 
understand the type of housing and 
wrap-around services employees want. 
Sustain enthusiastic engagement from 
employers and create a sustainable 
workforce housing solution.

Support Development of 
A Sustainable Environment
Encourage future greenspace. Revisit 
and update the 2018 Manatee County 
Parks Master Plan to ensure that 
planning for open space or greenspace 
is properly addressed.

Pilot Use of Virtual Reality for  
Career Pathways Explorations
In partnership with CareerSource 
Suncoast, Grapevine Communications, 
the Boys & Girls Clubs of Manatee 
County and the Palmetto Youth Center, 
a pilot program that uses virtual reality 
to help inform and create awareness 
about different career pathways for 
young people to consider. Virtual reality 
has potential to stretch the boundaries 
of on-the-job training. Connecting 
young people with this technology is 
another way the EDC understands and 
anticipates the needs of our region by 
identifying innovative ways to address 
challenges in our community.

Focus On Health And Wellness
Explore opportunities in the health 
and wellness sector. Health and 
wellness are typically described as a 
process that an individual follows to 
achieve top mental health and physical 
wellbeing. According to the Global 
Wellness Institute, the global wellness 
economy was valued at $4.5 trillion in 
2018, and its value is rising.

An Invitation To Collaborate
Collaboration is an essential 
component of our work. 
Whether an initiative is led by 
our team or by our partner 
agencies in the county and 
region, we look for ways to 
foster results. We simply want to 
get the job done. Join us to take 
part in expanding the Bradenton 
Area’s competitive edge.



MAKE A SMART INVESTMENT

Make a SMART INVESTMENT. Join us!
Businesses, individuals and public stakeholders 
invest in the EDC because they share a vision 
for the Bradenton Area and want to apply 
their leadership and talents to creating a more 
diverse local economy.
Our investors join us in being 
focused on delivering results:
•	 High-wage jobs for local residents
•	 More capital investment by 

high-impact businesses
•	 Attracting new wealth into the community
•	 Creating a year-round economy 

fueled by diverse businesses
By working together, we increase opportunities 
for all local businesses and residents. Contact 
us if you are interested in supporting economic 
development and want to learn more about 
how our efforts impact your bottom line.

Patrick Del Medico, Executive Partner | COO of Florida Region 
Shepherd Insurance
The Bradenton Area EDC consistently delivers on its commitment 
to enhancing  our community’s quality of life and economic 
development. The EDC’s team of experts takes the time to 
understand the specific needs of companies, and then skillfully 
matches them with the resources and connections they need to 
grow and succeed. The EDC has played a significant role in helping 
Shepherd Insurance strengthen our existing relationships throughout 
the community while introducing us to new opportunities in our 

area that we were not aware of. Additionally, the EDC’s 
ability to assist us with ongoing talent acquisition 

has been game-changing. We are extremely 
proud of our partnership with the EDC, and are 

thankful for the incredible value it has brought 
to our company and our region. It has been by 
far one of the best investments we have made 

as an organization, and I would highly encourage 
other company leaders to look into the 

advantages of being a partner with 
the Bradenton Area EDC.”

THANKS TO OUR PACESETTER INVESTORS



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

CHAIR:

Dr. Karen Holbrook 
University of  
South Florida 
Sarasota-Manatee

CHAIR ELECT:

Andy Stultz
Atlas Building  
Company

TREASURER:

Nathan Bailey
Thrive

AT-LARGE:

Andy Guz 
Lakewood Ranch 
Medical Center 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
In addition to the Executive Committee members, the following directors serve on the EDC board:  

Lesley Barre, Bank of America
Max Bosso, Ryan Companies US, Inc.
Mayor Gene Brown, City of Bradenton
Kelly Carlstein, Gulf Coast  

Community Foundation
Chris Ciaccio, IMG Academy
Laura Cole, Lakewood Ranch
Dr. William Colgate, MCR Health
Doras Davila, Regions Bank 
Courtney De Pol, Manatee County Government
Jacki Dezelski, Manatee Chamber of Commerce
Carlo Fassi, TECO Peoples Gas
Larry Fineberg, Benderson Development
Dan Fitz-Patrick, SeaPort Manatee
Jag Grewal, Ian Black Real Estate
Robbie Gronbach, Willis A. Smith Construction
Mayor Shirley Groover Bryant, City of Palmetto
Steve Herrig, TerraNova Equestrian Center
Devaney Iglesias, Florida Power & Light

Allison Imre, Grapevine Communications
Ryne Johnson, Spirit Movers
Terri Kinder, Anna Maria Island  

Chamber of Commerce
Brittany Lamont, Lakewood Ranch 

Business Alliance
Paige LeMay, Coastal Orthopedics
Josh Matlock, CareerSource Suncoast
Ryan McIntyre, ME&S General  

Contractors, Inc.
Phil Misiura, FELD Entertainment
Michael Moschella, Seacoast Bank
Charlie Murphy, The Bank of Tampa                                                                                                     
Dr. Tim Novak, LECOM
Amanda Parrish, Fawley Bryant Architecture
Chris Pennewill, Hancock Whitney Bank
Dean Piccirillo, HBKS Wealth Management
Rick Piccolo, Sarasota-Bradenton  

International Airport

Bill Poulton, Tropicana Brands Group
Dr. Carol Probstfeld, State College  

of Florida, Manatee Sarasota
Stephen Racine, Peak Development LLC| 

SRQ 300 LLC| 301 Corporate Center LLC
Mike Rahn, Manatee County Commissioner
Frank Santora, PNC Bank
Michael Saunders, Michael Saunders  

& Company
April Smith, Fifth Third Bank
Mark Vengroff, One Stop Housing
Doug Wagner, Manatee Technical College
Charlie Wall, Air Products & Chemicals, Inc.
Craig Warzecha, Pittsburgh Pirates/ 

Bradenton Marauders
Debra Williams, Town of Longboat Key
Dr. Jason Wysong, School District  

of Manatee County
Steve Young, HCA Blake Hospital

JOIN US!

AT-LARGE:

Anne Rollings 
Gecko’s Hospitality 
Group 

IMMEDIATE  
PAST CHAIR:

Ben Hanan
Shumaker

SECRETARY:

Chris Cianfaglione 
Kimley-Horn & 
Associates, Inc.

AT-LARGE:

Patrick Del Medico 
Shepherd Insurance

Michael Saunders, Founder & CEO 
Michael Saunders & Company
We are very fortunate to have the Bradenton Area 

EDC representing the can-do 
spirit of our community, its 
engaged business leaders 

and talented workforce; 
as well as the other 
priceless business and 
civic assets that make 
Manatee County such an 

exceptional place to live, 
work and play.” 

David Sessions, CEO 
Willis A. Smith Construction Inc. 
As a locally owned business, we believe having a healthy 
local economy provides us with opportunities to help our 
business thrive and grow. The Bradenton 
Area EDC is integral in advocating for 
our region, assisting existing businesses 
to grow and attracting new value-added 
businesses to the Bradenton Area. When 
businesses expand locally or relocate to our 
area, everyone benefits. I believe that by 
supporting the Bradenton Area EDC,  
we are contributing to a healthy  
business climate that benefits 
everyone in the community.”



5840 26th Street West
Building 8, Suite 232
Bradenton, FL 34207  
Phone +1.941.803.9030
BradentonAreaEDC.com

BradentonAreaEDC

BradentonAreaFL

BradentonAreaEDC

042024 

IN THE BRADENTON AREA, WE MEAN BUSINESS
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